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Though I hear so much of it, I know not what to say
of America. It is certain that the campaign has answered
none of the expectations of the administration. It seems
to be the opinion now that they will think of pacific
measures. They haye even talked in Parliament of treating.
You may be sure that system would be agreeable to my
politics; but I doubt peace is not so near. The Parliament
grants whatever is asked; and yet a great alteration has
happened in the administration. The Duke of Grafton
has changed sides, and was turned out last Friday. Lord
Rochford, too, has retired, though not out of humour; and
Lord Dartmouth has quitted the American province and
taken the Privy Seal. Lord George Germaine is made
Secretary of State for America, and Lord Weymouth has
taken the southern province. Lord Ashburnham is to be
Groom of the Stole, Lord Pelham Master of the Great
Wardrobe, and Lord Lyttelton Justice in Eyre. The town
is impatient to see whether this change of men implies
any change of measures. I do not see why it should, for
none of the new ministers have ever inclined to the
Americans; and I doubt whether the success of the latter
will make them have a better disposition towards the
present administration. They have felt their strength,
and experienced how much less hurt we can do them than
we imagined. If they have such ideas of independence
as have been imputed to them, and as probably some
ambitious men among them may have, we have done
nothing to convince them that their plan is impracticable;
but for me, I own I know nothing, and all my conjectures
may be wrong.

We have scarce any other newa Madame Kingston has
petitioned the House of Lords for her trial; but they seem
neither eager to acquit or condemn her. Nobody would
mind the first, and she would not mind the second, asouncil of Trent. the old
